
Other editions: Paper | Mobile | RSS | E-Newsletters Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Classifieds | Deals | Dating | Place an ad 

SEARCH
ALL    

All 
  

Local News Archives Calendar More » SPONSORED 
BY: 

  

HOME NEWS COMMUNITIES METROMIX BUSINESS SPORTS ARTS OBITUARIES OPINION MULTIMEDIA CLASSIFIEDS CUSTOMER SERVICE

Young Professionals Video RocPets MomsLikeMe Finger Lakes Wine RocEarth Her Rochester Calendar score! Vote up!

 

Comment, blog & share photos 
Log in | Become a member | Search people Why miss local news when you're on the go? 

Visit rocnow.com. Learn More... 

Editorial 
More blogs at the Democrat and Chronicle

What will it take to get voters engaged? 
POSTED BY JANE SUTTER • NOVEMBER 19, 2010 • 1:37 PM 
TAGGED ROCHESTER BUSINESS ALLIANCE, SANDY PARKER, VOTER TURNOUT 

 

The fact that New York state is at rock bottom for voter turnout, as a recent D&C headline stated, is so 
discouraging to those of us who think this state is in a crisis that can’t be solved without citizens pressuring 
elected leaders to fix it. 

A George Mason University study found that only 32.1 percent of eligible voters turned out to the polls on 
Election Day. That compares to the high states of Minnesota at 55.4 percent, Maine at 54.5 percent, and 
Alaska at 53.2 percent. The national average was 37.3 percent. That’s bad, bad, bad. 

While I’m proud to say my home state of Iowa was at 50.3 percent, surely Iowa doesn’t have more severe 
challenges than New York, those motivating more citizens. 

Voter turnout among young people always is lower than for older people. I’m sure there are several factors: 
Young adults don’t realize fully the impact government has on quality of life, the fact that civics isn’t taught in 
schools anymore, and parents apparently aren’t teaching their kids what it means to be a good citizen. 

To get back to the topic of New York — Sandy Parker, CEO of Rochester Business Alliance, visited the 
Editorial Board on Thursday to talk about the group’s New York State Economic Survival Guide, which is 
meant to push state lawmakers to enact reforms. 

Her group and Unshackle Upstate, closely watched the races, endorsed certain candidates they believed 
were aligned with their priorities and were hoping to see some significant “flips” on election night.  She thinks 
two things happened: one voters wanted the Senate to go Republican again, and two, some challengers 
were just too weak to unseat incumbents. 

“All we can do is keep the fire under their feet,” Parker said, referencing to her group’s effort in working with 
lawmakers. 

Amen to that. 
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those models years ago. 
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