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Neither version of the Patient Access & 
Advocacy Act has sponsorship from state 
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that small, medium and large businesses 
are looking for in terms of premiums, af­
fordability, etc ." 

Without that relief, some of those busi­
nesses eould be hampered in their abil ity to 
compete, she says . Moreover, many busi­
nesses and insurance companies could pass 
the additional costs on to their customers. 

"It 's something that we would have to 
pass on to the consumers," Oliker says . 
"It's a hidden tax." 

Moree is unsure about whether the bill 
accomplishes genuine, thorough-going re­
form . 

"What we do see is expanded coverage, to 
bring more people into coverage," she says. 

Moree would rather that the bill address 
more of the needs ofNew York businesses 
for affordable health insurance, particu­
larly for smaller businesses. 

"The cost of providing coverage is so 
out-of-reach," she says. "The abili ty to 
manage costs, to manage the rate of pre­
mium growth, is unsustainable." 

For his part, Speranza called for more 
legislation that would support direct im­
provements to the health care system. 

"Health care insurance is only half the 
equation," he says. 'The other half is how we 
can drive meaningful change and efficiencies 
througfi the health care system itself." 

Though dissatisfied with much of the 
Baucus bill, Parker and others agree that 
something should be done to deal with ris­
ing health care costs . 

"Most employers are anticipating a dou­
ble-digit premium inerease next year ," she 
says . "Health insurance is now eating up 
10'percent of their total payroll costs." 

Excellus BlueCross BlueShield said last 
week that it plans 2010 rate hikes for com­
munity-rated plans ranging from 10 percent 
to 18.9 percent. The community-rated in­
creases stand against an average 2010 rate 
hike of 5.7 percent for Blues subscribers 

- -~-:'h-;ii~ Liv'"'adas is a Roch ester-area free­
lance writer. 

in community-rated and experience-rated 
plans, emphasizing a gap between small 
employers in shrinking community-rated 
pools and larger employers that increasing­
ly have moved to experience-rated plans . 

Hawn Heating and Air Conditioning and 
its 20 employees already are reeling under 
the weight of health care costs . 

"We used to pay the full employee basic 
plan, hut we capped it a few years ago to 
a dollar amount," says Doug Hawn , vice 
president. 

Faced with rising costs, the firm now 
pays 80 percent to 90 percent of the cost 
of health insurance for those enrolled in 
that plan. 

" If increases come, we pass those on," 
Hawn says. r, 

Though he has not reviewed the Baucus 
bill , he is not eager to have the government 
involved in health care reform. 

"Anytime government gets involved in 
things, it seems to get more expensive and 
cumbersome," Hawn says. " I prefer to per­
sonally leave the status quo ." 

Mike Costanza is a Roch ester-areafree­
lanc e.writer. 
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he Rochester Business Journal pro­
tiles non!pr6fit organizations 'in hu­
man services, the arts and culture, 

environmental protection and other
 
I fields whose work henefits the Rochester
 
area. If you would like to suggest an or­


.ganization to.hefeatured in the Non­

Profit Report, please call Jim Leunk at
 

j 5~6-830 ~ , ext.. 116; or e-Triail'jleunk@
 
rbj.uet. ' . 

Suggestions from employees or sup­
porter s'"of particular non-profit groups 
are welcome, I.f l,yo,ur organjzation has 
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never been profiled 111 the Non-Profit Re- . 
port, or i( you believeit'hasbeen more 
thl;l~ lWO ye...ar(~ ince the J!~~t report we 
invlt~souto:coD ta c t us. " 
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