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NewYork needs fiscal sanity,not leadership squabbling
 
When checking your vision, the eye 

doctor puts that contraption on 
. your face and pops a prescription 

lens into each side. "Better now," the doc­
tor asks, flipping one of the lenses to a dif­
ferent strength, "or now ?" 

That's the scenario that keeps com­
ing to mind as I think about the recent 
leadership " coup" in the state Senate. 
In this setting, the Republicans and the 
two Democrats who 'sided with them on 
the leadership change are flipping the 
lenses while we, the taxpayers, wear the 

-glasses . 
The problem is that I'm not sure the new 

eyeglass prescription they 're proposing 
will offer New Yorkers a clearer vision. 

Before you go off accusing me of sid­
ing with the Democrats, le t me remind 
you that I've regularly used this space to 
raise concerns about political actions on 
both sides of the aisle, in particular the 
disastrous 2009- I0 state budget. 

What I'm focused on is having our elect­
ed officials in Albany govern in a way that 
benefits our state and its residents. By that I 
mean governing in a way that advances and 
enhances our economy and creates jobs. As 
I said here last month, a strong economy is 
the basis for everything we need and want 
in New York state-excellent schools, 
good jobs, outstanding health care and a 
strong safety net for people in need. 
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To me, it doe sn 't matter which party an 
elected official claims to be a member of. 
It matters only that the official does the 
right thing by the people. 

The senators who staged a re-election 
of leadership last week promised real re­
form in Albany and a bipartisan governing 
body that would provide more transpar­
ency about its actions . 

OK, that sounds good. But 1 feel as if 
I've heard it all before-from the Republi­
can leadership a year ago, from the Demo­
cratic leadership that took over this year 
and now from these guys. . 

Meanwhile, I'm sensing ever-rising an­
ger and frustration among taxpayers in this 
community. 

In postings to Unshackle Upstate's Face ­
book page, in comments from our members, 
in newspaper letters to the editor, on talk 
radio and in Internet chat rooms, people 
across the region are venting some pretty 
negative sentiments toward government in 

Albany. At the center of their complaints: 
out-of-control state spending and the pain­
ful taxes it brings. 

When Unshackle Upstate first shined 
a spotlight on this issue three years ago, 
we were pr e tty much alone. The down­
state New York economy, buoyed by Wall 
Street, was riding high, so folks there 
weren 't particular ly bothered by Alba­
ny 's dysfunctional politics . But then Wall 
Street fell on hard times and the economy 
spiraled down. That redirected people 's . 

Taxpayers arerightly angry. 
.Without genuine reform and 
arecognition ofeconomic 
reality, it matters notwhether 
thestateSenate iscontrolled 
byTweedledee orTweedledum. 

attention to controlling spending and kin­
dled their anger about the spending they 
couldn't control-the tax do llars that gov­
ernment is tak ing out of their hard-earned 
paychecks. It's wi dely known that New 
Yorkers have one of the highest tax bur­
dens in the nation. 

Unshackle Upstate has been very clear 
in laying out its vision of what needs to 

happen to restore New York's economy, 
and reducing that tax burden is very, very 
high on the list. The be st way to cut taxe s 
is for our state leaders to contro l their per­
petual "tax and spend" habit. They must 
bring the cost of state government pro­
grams such as Medicaid and pensions in 
line with economic reality. They must take 
a realistic look at revenues-both long­
and short-term-and de fine the state's 
spending priorities , a complicated pro­
cess that will require tough deci sions and 
a strong will to stick by them. 

I truly hope that whoever leads our state 
government is focused more on those things 
than on which party is in power. Promises 
don't mean much, and actions speak louder 
than words. It 's the actions and the reac­
tions that Unshackle Upstate will be study­
ing . We've put all our elec ted officials on 
notice (check out our video on YouTube 
and our new advertising campaign) that 
we're watching how they vote on key is­
sues affecting the economy and job cre­
ation. And we' ll be sharing that informa­
tion--early and often-with taxpayers. 

We don't need someone in Albany to 
change the lenses through which we view 
New York. We need rea l change in Albany 
that everyone can see . 

Sandra Parker is president and CEO of 
the Rochester Business Alliance Inc. Con­
tact her at SandyP@RBAlliance.com. 

Don't tweet Twitter litter; make the message original, useful,profitable
 
Iresisted as long as I could, partly be­

cause my understanding of it was some­
where around zero and partly-OK, 

mostly-because I thought it was going 
to be a waste of my time. . 

I was wrong. Way wrong. Way, way 
wrong. 

After a brief but intensive education 
by my friend Jeff Jarvis, autho r of What 
Would Google Do?, and continued prod ­
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• If you believe in your company, if 
you believe in your product , if you believe 
in yourself, you will march to success. 

• Failure is not about insecurity or bad 
luck. It's abo ut lack of proper execution. 

• You con trol the most important tool 
in selling, your mind. 

• Friday is the least productive work­
dav. Most people slack off, eyeing the 

I, and then complain about a.Iac 

• Give information as to my travels and 
where people can regi ster for my public 
events and see my live seminars . 

• Post information rega rding new ideas. 
• Post personal recommendations of 

every so rt- from restaurants to books, 
from people to places, from shops to ho­
tels . Maybe even airlines . Maybe. 

• Ask for information and help when I 


