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I’m not the first one to say that Shelly Silver is not only the powerful Democrat in the state, but the 
most powerful public official, period. Yet what has been his posture during a political crisis that is all 
about New York City Democrats, a group he has led for decades? It has been to stand to the side, 
pass a lot of one-house bills and express hopes that the Senate gets back to work soon. He’s so 
distanced himself, at least publicly, that one wonders about his real motives - after all, if the Senate 
goes Republican, the urban/surburban bifurcation that has so benefitted Assembly Democrats over 
the years is restored. Shelly wouldn’t have to worry about a fellow Democrat hogging the spotlight as 
head of the Senate conference. He can cut a deal on redistricting that doesn;t have to worry about 
making sure Senate Democrats get the gerrymandering they want to hold control. Life gets simpler 
again. 

Upstate editorial pages target Albany 
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Editorial pages across upstate New York will publish editorials tomorrow expressing outrage about the 
aftermath of the coup in the state Senate. Nothing is getting done on the Senate side! 

As members of a two year-old collaboration called “Upstate Focus,” we occasionally publish editorials 
on the same day about a single subject important to our upstate readers. The mess in Albany clearly 
is most pressing. 

In our own distinct voices we’ll speak to power. Here in Rochester, Wednesday’s editorial represents 
a continuation of our “Fed up with Albany” campaign, which was re-launched May 31. 

At least 11 upstate newspapers are participating this time around. We’ll run excerpts on tomorrow’s 
editorial page. To read the full texts of the upstate editorials, go to a link on our 
Democratandchronicle/fedup page or go to www. Upstate Focus. 

Really Fed Up With Albany 
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I’ve held off writing about what’s going on in Albany in part because I couldn’t believe the insanity of it 
all and in part because I kept thinking that surely the urgency of conducting state business would 
force the Legislature to resolve this and get back to work. 

Now it’s becoming increasingly clear that the back to business part isn’t going to happen anytime 
soon, and that really angers me. I keep seeing these politicians on TV, reading their quotes in the 
newspaper that they’re doing this “for the people” and frankly, we all know that’s a lie. The longer this 
goes on the more evident it becomes that it’s really about the legislators themselves and their own 
power and their own desire to be re-elected and retain that power. 

That’s most unfortunate, because some of the reforms the Republicans have proposed - such as term 
limits on Legislature leadership - would go a long way to improving the conduct and effectiveness of 
our elected officials in Albany. And prevent the time-wasting, taxpayer-be-dammed craziness we’ve 
been seeing for the last week from happening again. 

What Hiram wants, Hiram gets 
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OK, this is starting to read like a Dean Koontz novel. Or maybe a Dizzy Dean novel. Hiram 
Monserrate, he of the solid family values, has from his lofty ethical perch ordered up a change in the 
Senate Democratic leadership as the price for his return to the conference. Anything else we can do 
for you, Hiram? A big new office, perhaps? Fire someone, or exact political revenge on some poor 
sap who crossed you years ago? 

The reform lie 
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Another big stack of “Fed up” coupons arrived in today’s mail.  Last week’s antics in Albany has really 
gotten underneath readers’ skin. 

Just in case there’s anyone out there who is thinking the coup was about changing Albany, consider 
that the two-turncoat Democrats had serious grudges against Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith 
and they had nothing to do with reform. 

In fact, Smith had stripped Sen. Hiram Monserrate of his committee chairmanship and $12,500 in 
stipends after he was indicted in March for allegedly slashing the face of his girlfriend with a broken 
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