
The response from the Assembly Property Tax Committee Chairperson, Sandra Galef, is that she will look 
into the matter. Let’s e-mail or call her to be sure she does. The information is attached below. 

Lets’ hear from Albany pols 
POSTED BY TOM TOBIN • JUNE 5, 2009 • 5:39 PM 

Post a Comment Recommend 

This campaign is making some noise. Assemblyman Bill Reilich wrote in on his own initiative this week, 
having realized that the aggrieved Fed Up comments from readers, which we’re publishing daily, merit a 
response form Albany politicians. Local Democrats should do the same, though I’ve heard nothing. This isn’t 
about party. It’s about responding to a financial crisis, the state’s and that of thousands of people in this 
community. 

Change the State Pension System 
POSTED BY SANDY PARKER • JUNE 5, 2009 • 2:43 PM 

Post a Comment Recommend 

Kudos to Gov. Paterson for vetoing the extension of a law to provide more generous pension benefits to 
police and firefighters than they would otherwise receive upon being hired. This law, which was supposed to 
be temporary but had been rubber-stamp extended every year since 1981, is just one example of the kind of 
over-the-top spending that’s out of whack with the real world and that the state can no longer afford. 

Now we need to keep our eyes on the Legislature to make sure they don’t override the governor’s veto, a 
move they could make to stay in the good graces of the powerful police and firefighters unions. We need to 
send our legislators a strong message that we the voters want - no, we expect - this veto to stand, and if they 
override it,  they’ll have to answer to us. 

And we need to send Gov. Paterson a strong message that this veto must be just the opening move in a 
strategy for reforming the state’s pension system, a strategy which should include passing a new Tier V with 
reduced benefits for all future state employees -regardless of the job they hold. 

Supporting Consolidation 
POSTED BY SANDY PARKER • JUNE 3, 2009 • 3:29 PM 

Post a Comment Recommend 

I’m anxiously watching the state Senate as it debates a bill that would streamline the process of local 
government consolidation. The bill, which has already passed the Assembly by a vote of 117 to 26, would 
allow a public vote on consolidation if 10 percent of the municipality’s electorate sign a petition calling for a 
referendum on the issue of consolidation, sharing services or dissolution. 

I strongly support consolidation, along with many other ideas that came out of the Lundine Commission 
report, as an essential way to reduce the overwhelming burden on state taxpayers. And I like the idea that 
this bill would put the issue in the hands of voters, since it is taxpayers that are now footing the bill for these 
government services. 

But I have to caution that passing this bill is only the beginning. We still need our elected officials - the 
governor and the legislators - to rein in state spending, and that includes consolidating state agencies and 
services. And even consolidation won’t be worth much if they don’t address the issue of passing bills with 
unfunded mandates, which only shift the costs of government from the state to the local level. 

Make your voice heard 
POSTED BY MAX ANDERSON • MAY 30, 2009 • 9:35 AM 

Post a Comment Recommend 

Tomorrow we launch our 2009 Fed up with Albany campaign. We have heard from thousands of Rochester-
area readers who have had enough of a monstrous regional tax burden. In the coming weeks, we’ll be 
sharing some of their comments on the daily Editorial page. If you have not yet spoken out on the topic, yet 
feel the pain, now’s your time to do so. E-mail us a piece of 150 or fewer words at 
dceditpage@democratandchronicle.com. Be sure to include your name (first & last) and your town or city of 
residence. For an example, look at the Editorial page this coming Monday. 

Robach and stimulus 
POSTED BY TOM TOBIN • MAY 29, 2009 • 6:22 PM 

Post a Comment Recommend 
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