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Thomas stays true to form 

Ultra-conservative columnist Cal Thomas has never met a sky that isn’t 
falling. In his column of Feb. 3, he warns us of the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
plot for world domination. Apparently this is a long-term plan, as the 
Muslim Brotherhood was formed in 1928. Thomas gins up his piece with 
all of the usual scare words and comparisons to Nazis and communists. 
Of course there is also the obligatory tie-in to President Obama to make 
the reader think this is again something Obama is responsible for. 
Thomas fails to mention such facts as Egyptian strongman Hosni 
Mubarak has been in power for 30 years and is obviously a product of 
years of American support that may have included a Republican 
administration. —PAUL IPOLITO 

BRIGHTON 

Break trend to right N.Y. ship 

Recently, I was asked why I wanted to serve on the Committee to Save 
New York. My answer is simple. 

Every budget season, the public is inundated with rhetoric from special 
interest groups who want us to believe that any cuts to the state budget 
will destroy our way of life. This committee, whose members represent 
business and labor from across the state, is pushing back with the other 
side of the story — how New York’s tax-and-spend culture has 
undermined our economy, undercut job creation and pushed hardworking 
property taxpayers to the financial brink. 

The Committee to Save New York’s agenda mirrors and reinforces the 
work of the Rochester Business Alliance and Unshackle Upstate: raising 
public awareness of the state spending and legislative policies that 
hamper New York’s growth and put all our futures at risk. 

This budget season, I would ask the public to listen to both sides and get 
engaged in the debate. New York needs to get its financial house in order. 
Another year of business as usual could just put New York out of business 
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altogether. 

—SANDY PARKER 

ROCHESTER 

President and CEO, Rochester Business Alliance 

Don’t follow OSP example 

Guest essayist Jim Gleason (Jan. 23) thinks children will learn more if 
legislatures “enact opportunity scholarships.” Congress tried just that, and 
it didn’t work. In 2003, Congress enacted the Opportunity Scholarship 
Program for Washington, D.C. The opportunity scholarships were 
taxpayer-funded tuition payments to private schools, also known as 
vouchers. The program ran through the 2009-2010 school year. 

The law required an independent investigator to evaluate the results. In 
2010, the investigator, the Institute of Education Sciences, wrote, “There 
is no conclusive evidence that the OSP affected student achievement.” 

—MARTHA LATIES 

BRIGHTON 

Chair, Monroe Citizens for Public Education and Religious Liberty 

Senate stipends are obscene 

I was outraged when I read your article on Jan. 28 concerning the 
extravagant stipends our state senators receive. Many families in this 
state are living on less than $34,000, and these guys get that much as a 
bonus? 

When you consider that they “worked” in session eight days in January 
and are scheduled for six days in February, how can anyone justify this 
added million-dollar addition to the state deficit? 

It would seem that they are paid very well for the small amount they 
accomplish, and I can’t believe that being chairman of a committee will 
force them into an 80-hour workweek. Every one of these politicians knew 
what the pay would be before the elections, and they chose to accept that 
amount. Now they are willing to gouge taxpayers even more. 

At a time when the state is facing bankruptcy, I would think these senators 
would be embarrassed to accept those obscene stipends. 

—SID PARKS 

HORNELL, STEUBEN COUNTY 
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